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Environmental Specimen Bank (es-BANK)

What is the Environmental Specimen Bank
(es-BANK) at Center for Marine Environmental
Studies ?

es-BANK is an orderly system of collection, archiving, cataloging and management of biological and
environmental specimens from all over the world and provide them to wide range of researchers within and outside
our university for improving scope of the monitoring studies on environmental toxic substances.
Archived specimens: wildlife, water, sediments etc., containing about 1,300 species and 100,000 specimens
collected from Asia, Europe, Australia, North/South America and Antarctic, and from Arctic, North/South Pacific,
North/South Atlantic, Indian and Antarctic Oceans during the last 50 years.

Merits of Our Specimen Bank

p
Characteristic of the es-BANK
@ Collection of rare specimens:

Significance of es-BANK

Intellectual base for environmental studies

Specimens of the past can not be obtained, if L )
needed, for study by scientists for verification of past *
historical events in science and so our specimen - N

bank forms an invaluable wealth to the scientific

community and hence the entire human race.

@ Quality and quantity of the specimens: > ﬂ”K
Environmental and biological samples are amassed . ) i
from all over the world for a long time and kept Environmental Specimen Bank for Global Monitoring

articulately documented, ready for distribution for L )
comparison of present results with retrospective *
summaries of the events. e N

@ Achievements:
Our specimen bank, even though is in its infancy,
has been ranked within the top 20 in the citation
index of academic publications on environmental
sciences. We already distributed samples to many
scientific institutions and exchanged specimens with

many scientists for mutual benefit.
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@ Monitoring contamination by toxic substances

@ Establishment of networks and sharing, exchange
and collaboration with other researchers/institutes

@ Fostering the interests of young scientists and develop
mutual contacts with academics and industries
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@Environmental specimens archived at es-BANK (as of January, 2008)
| Aquatic mammal | mammal Terrestrial
mammals | _Human | Others | Total
No. of
& 50 1285
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